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Keith Ware
Discovery Diving Limited
207- 360SelbySt
Nanaimo BC V9R 2R5

Dear Mr. Ware:

I am writing to advise you of my decision on the application made by Discovery Diving Limited
(Discovery Diving) to operate an aquaculture facility for the culture of geoduck clams in Open
Bay on Quadra Island. Discovery Diving submitted its application to operate a facility at this
site on February 10,2006.

Based on the information and considerations outlined below, I have decided to deny the issuance
of a licence to operate an aquaculture facility at this site.

1) Legislative Authority

Section 14 of the British Columbia Fisheries Act authorizes the Minister responsible for the
Fisheries Act to issue licences. As the Minister of Agriculture and Lands, I was given
responsibility by the Lieutenant-Governor on June 16,2005 for the Fisheries Act and as such, I
have authority to decide upon your licence application.

2) Policy Guidelines and Other Considerations

In processing and assessing your licence application, I have been guided by the following
considerations:

. The Ministry of Agriculture and Lands' (MAL) policy document entitled "New Subtidal
GeoduckAquacultureInterimPolicyDocument",a copyof whichis availableat
http://www.al.gov.bc.ca/fisheries/Shellfish/geoduck/newsubtida1.htm.
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